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New York, Tlmrtday, May 43, lsoi,

THE Siri ATION OF AFFAIH8.

The government have determined that the ac

tire operations against Virginia shall not be de¬

viated from, no matter what the result of the vote

on the question of secession may be to-day. They
have not the least doubt that the vote in Eastern

Virginia will be largely in favor of secession,
terrorism und force being brought into play by the
leaders. The garrison at Alexandria voted for
recession yesterday.133 against 2.-it was said by
the order of Governor Letcher. As an evidence
of the system of terrori-ra exercised upon the
votes, the following placard is posted at the dif¬
ferent polling places throughout the Stater.

TRKA80V IN TUUllVlk.
The Co.'e of Virginia defines treason to be:.
"Is lev; og war against the State, adhering to its eno-

ni.ee or giving them aid and comfort."
Such treason, if proved by two witnesses, is punish¬

able b) death.
Mat 16, 1861.

We learn from Washington that the foreign min¬
isters are highly gratified at the loyalty and ardor
of the people of the North. It is said that a

bearer of despatches from Lord John Russell to

Lord Lyons arrived by the Persia, and has gone to

Washington. In all probability the subject of the

despatches ha- reference to the question of letters
of marque.
The movements of troops at the seat of war

yesterday Lave not been of much importance.
The Fourteenth (Brooklyn) regiment went into
. amp near the Seventh, at Washington. A regi¬
ment under General Cadwallader occupied Fede¬
ral Hill ill Baltimore. Fort McHeury received a

reinforcement of about one hundred men and a

store of provisions. It is reported from Fort
Monroe that there are fully live thousand men in

garrison now. Several steamers on the Chesa¬
peake are said to have been fired into from the

rebel batteries on the Virginia shore, but the fire

was n<. t returned. Earthworks have been distinctly
seen by the cruising squadron at Aquai Creek, but
no guns were visible.

Allairs at Harper's Ferry 5<j unchanged, but

additional bodies of rebel troops were moving
towards Williamsport yesterday, as we stated a

few days ago was the intention of the seces¬

sionists.
The Navy Department during the present week

will invite proposals for building machinery for
several strew gunboats.

The News.
The remains of Colonel Vosburg'i arrived in the

city at an early hour yesterday morning, under
charge of an escort from the Seventy-first regi¬
ment. and were conveyed to the residence of Mr.
Vosburgh, the deceased's father, at No. 800 Green¬
wich street. The funeral service will tako place
at one o'clock to-day at Dr. Macauley's church,
corner of Fifth avenue and Twenty-first street,
after wblih the procession will take up its line of
march in accordance with the programme which
we publish elsewhere. The civic and military
display will bo of a most imposing character.
A battalion of three hundred men, under com¬

mand of Captain Thomas Francis Meagher, left
this city yesterday afternoon for Washington.
They go to reinforce the Sixty ninth regiment;
The Second Troy regiment, eight hundred men,

commanded by Colonel Carr, embarked on board
the steamship James Adgcr, preparatory to their
departure for Fortress Monroe.
To-day the annual State election will be held in

Virginia for all those who have not already voted.
The State authorities some time since issued un in¬
dulgence allowing soldiers to vote when and
where they might consider it most convenient, and
their votes to be counted in with the ollicial can¬
vass. The ordinance of secession will undergo the
farce of being voted upon, and if, by any possible
chance, which does not at present seem likely, a

majority should be found against the ordinance, a
eufli' ient number of soldiers' ballots, real or pre¬
tended, <an be thrown in to uiake up whatever is
ntces«ary to carry ou the treason. Although the
State authorities have interdicted the sen ling of
representatives to Congress, we hear of two
Union candidates, one In the Eastern and one in
the western portion of the State, who have entered
the field, and will appear in Washington on the
Fourth of July next to claim their seats, though,
of course, without the Governor's certlfl-
cats. The two candidates here referred to
are Mr. Charles H. Upton, In the Seventh
district, and Mr. William 0. Brown, in the Tenth
district. A Union Convention was held in the
fttghtb district on the 13th (net., at which Mr.
John Janney was nominated: but that gentleman,
we hear, has since declined to run. The reason of
the declination wc hare not learned; but wc know
tbere la a aeceaaion pressure in those quarters
which has assumed formidable proportions, and
which may render It ne*r ary for those eutcr-
t« n eg I ninn sentinpuf. u, pt6r.,;*o 6 nsidvra
ttcftfutW v»u ion. Mcubtrn of die I g:«!a.

ture will also be chosen; but tills will be real!/
the enactment of another farce, as the State Con¬
vection has as-umed legislative powers and claims
the privilege of enacting all laws affecting the in¬
terests of the Commonwealth. This body will meet
again on the 12th of June.
The health of Henry A. Wise, of Virginia, is re¬

ported by the Richmond papers to be very pre¬
carious.
A body of Virginia troops has been ordered from
arper a Ferry to Grafton, a point on the Balti¬

more and Ohio Railroad west of Cumberland.
Grafton is the junction of the Wheeling aud
arkersbnrg branches, and is about one hundred

nules distant from each place. This looks like a
movement upon Western Virginia.

It is now a pretty well settled fact that the capi¬
tal of the rebel government will be removed to
Richmond. The vote was taken in the Southern
Congress on the loth inst., and the proposition
adopted.
There is evidently a great scarcity of printing

paper in some parts of the South. Many of the
journals come to us printed on half Blieets, others
materially reduced in size, while the dilapidated
and worm-eaten aspect of some is truly shocking
when brought into contrast with their former ap
pcurance.
Hon. John P. Kennedy, of Baltimore, having
ecu solicited by a number of prominent citizens

to accept the nomination for representative in
Congress from the Fourth district, declines the
honor in a lengthy letter, in which ho takes occa-
siou to reiterate his attachment to the Union. He
says the honor, the interest and the safety of
Maryland can only be snstainod through an unal¬
terable devotion to the federal government.
The South is flooded with shinplasters, of deno¬

minations ranging from twenty-five cents to one
dollar. They have been issued by town and city
corporations, and many private individuals have
gone largely into manufacturing these worthless
misrepresentations of money. They pass very
well in the ordinary course of trade by general
consent, bnt when brought into contact with
specie they depreciate from ten to twenty-five per
cent.
John G. ( ocks, of New Orleans, has written a

letter to Colonel Robert Anderson, late of Fort
Sumter, in which he says that Colonel Anderson
holds three notes against him, amounting in the
aggregate to fourteen thousand five hundred dol¬
lars, which were given for twenty-nine negroes
purchased in March, 1800. not a cent of which, J.
G. C. says, will he pay. He calls upon Colonel
Anderson to come aud take the negroes away.
Honesty is losing ground fast in the South.
On the llUli and 20th of the present mouth four

teen different lots of contraband goods were seized
in Cincinnati, consigned to parties in the Southern
States. They have all been libelled for confiscation.
Coleman Yellott, Thomas J. McKaig and Dr.

Harding, the three Commissioners appointed by
the Legislature of Maryland to the Southern con-

federacy, were in Richmond on Sunday last, where
they were to remain until to-day, with the view of
hearing Irom the Commissioners appointed to wait
on President Lincoln.
The ship General Parkliill, which was seized as a

prize for attempting to run the blockade at
Charleston, was owned in that port. She is 554
tons burthen, and was built in New York in 18'JJ.
Ike Board of Aldermen met last evening and

transacted some routine business, after which they
adjourned to Monday next.
A masonic "Lodge of Sorrow," with all the

ceremonies of that ancient and honorable craft,
was held on Tuesday evening laat, in honor of the
memory of the late E. G. P. Wilkins, a member of
the fraternity and a respected aUaohi of the New
Yoke Herald.
We are in receipt of intelligence that a revolu-

tion had broken out in Honduraa against President
Guardiola. We are told that the object is to secure
"the liberty of the press and a liberal < ode of laws,
to induce foreign immigtatlon.'' We are further
told that the revolutionary or liberal party, led by
an Irishman, "a gentleman from Canada," have
possession of several towns and departments, and
that there is great enthusiasm, even the priests ex¬

changing the rosary for the revolver. If the ob¬
jects specified be really the motives of the revolu-
tion. we predict for it a short life and speedy an¬

nihilation. A revolution to drive out and keep out
foreigners would be much more likely to succeed
in Honduras, and the same may be said of any
Central American State.
At the meeting of the Emigration Commission¬

er* yesterday, the subject of defraying the ex¬

penses of the Floating Hospital came up. They
finally passed a resolution authorizing the Presi¬
dent to raise * It,0(0 on the bonds of Richmond
county awarded to them for the damages to their
property on Statcn Island, and to loan the money to
the Quarantine Commissioners to enable them to
take charge of the hospital and defray its ex-

pcnscs. The number of emigrants arrived here
during last week was 5,001, making the number
sim e January 1,28,09 ). The commutation balance
at present is *'28,560 52.

Letters lor Europe, to go per Kedar, for Liver¬
pool, will be received at Mr. Cnnard's office, No.
4 Howling Green, until twelve o'clock to-day.
Too cotton market yoatcrdsy was loes spirited. but

with more doing. The sales, Including a lot of 600 a 000
oaies sold late on the previous afternoon, embraced
about 2,5C0 bales, closing on the Oasis of l i ,c. a 14c.
for middling uplands. While some broken ipioled it at

13\C., yet the minority favored the outside figure, eepe
elady for anything like even lots. There was very little
Now or lears middling in the markot. The stock is be¬

coming so much reduced as to restrict to some extent a

wide range In the classification or soloet! ins of qualities.
Floor opened with more buoyancy and activity, but
closed llrm for mo-d grades witbin the previous day's
quotations Wheat was aetlve, aud sales were freely
made, including lots for export. Medium quail
ties were heavy, while common and higher
grades were sustained at about th prevloua .lay's quota¬
tions. Corn was aetlve, and opened with tolerable firm
t ss, but closed dull, especially for now Western mixej,
while old and yellow were unrhang. d. Pork was heavy,
but more active. The chief demand was on government
account. Hates of city mess were made at $17, and West,
em reported at $17 25. and prime at $13. Sugars wcrc

in fair demand, and prices without change of moment,
rhe sales embraced 750 a HOO hhds,376 boxes and 50
hbds rnclado at prices given in another column. Coffee
was steady. 4 sale or 1,000 bags Rl< was made at 12c a

13,'to. Ki eights were steady, with moderate engage
¦rents

know, must have the cotton. The pr:vateer6
of Jeff. !>.*** would unquestionably be pur¬
sued by the philanthropic John Bull as pirates
if it were not for the cotton ; but the cottjn
mikes a very material difference in the charac¬
ter of these privateers. We apprehend, how¬
ever, that even upon this cotton standard of
morality pet up by Lord John Russell, he will
soon have his eyes opened to a different view
of thb subject, between the pressure of English
public opinion on the one hand, and theinstruc-
t*0113 to Mr. Adams, and the warnings to Lord
Lyons from our Cabinet, on the other hand. Let
us wait till Lord John hears from Washington.
The Fittke Police ok the United States

Towards Foreion Governments..The pro¬
gramme of our foreign policy, laid down in the
important despatch from Washington which
we published yesterday, has given unmixed
satisfaction to all classes of politicians. It
goes far to remove any doubts that may have
existed as to the competence of the present ad
ministration to deal with the difficulties and
embarrassments in which the country is in
volved. The confidence that it will inspire
will do more to strengthen their hands in the
present discouraging aspect of our foreign re¬

lations than any small diplomatic successes

they might gain abroad over the Montgomery
Commissioners. It anticipates all shuffling on
the part of England and France, and holds out
the alternative, fair and square, of an open
breach with those governments on their recog¬
nition of the independence of the revolted
States.
Taken, both in regard to the principles enun¬

ciated and to the time chosen for their asser¬
tion, the declaration thus set forth, end already
on its way to the European courts, is one of
the most independent and spirited that has
ever emanated from this or any other
government. First setting itself right by pro¬
fessing its readiness to conform to the public
law of Europe on the privateer question, and
announcing its intention not to meddle or in'
terfere in the issues that may hereafter arise
between European governments, it declares its
firm purpose not to tolerute in the future any
proceeding on the part of the latter that may
wear the appearance of a disposition to in¬
terfere in the affairs of this continent. It will
maintain against all the world the principles of
the Monroe doctrine, not in the loose and ped¬
dling way in which they have been asserted by
the administrations of Van Buren. Folk and
Pierce, but literally and unflinchingly. And,
by way of commencement, Spain will be taught
a lesson in regard to her occupation of St. Do
mingo, which will serve to mark the determina¬
tion of our government on this point of its
foreign policy.
But it is in respect to England and France

especially that it has resolved not to leave
involved in doubt its intentions. With
the exception of these two, all the other Euro
pean governments have given ua the strongest
assurances of their determination not to inter¬
fere in any way in our domestic quarrels.
We see it affirmed in our Paris and Loudon
letters, published elsewhere, that France means

to shape her policy towards us by that of
England. There are facts which induce us to
discredit this statement. There is in the first
place a difficulty brewing between the two gov¬
ernments in regard to Syria which will proba¬
cy end in a rupture; and next, leaving out of
view the chanco of such a breach, Louis Na¬
poleon has enough on his hands to occupy him
in the regulation of continental affairs, without
embarrassing himself with fresh complications
He may help England into hostilities with us,
because he would be glad to get her fleets out
of his way, but he will take care how he
creates any additional demands on hiB own

already overtaxed resources.
As we have said, the language held by the

administration, at a time of so much domestic
difficulty and peril, is calculated not only to
inspire confidence at home, but respect and ad¬
miration abroad. There is no other govern¬
ment in existence which, similarly situated,
would venture to use the same bold and
independent tone. The fact marks the dif¬
ference between republican and despotic in¬
stitutions. A government which places itself
in the right, uot only with its own people but
with all the world, has nothing to fear from the
shocks of revolution or foreign aggression.
TnK Viroima Election on Secession.In

electing the late State Convention, which turn¬
ed over the Commonwealth of Virginia into
the custody of Jeff. Davis, the people of the
State declared, by a very heavy vote, in favor
of the Union; but, to make sure against all
possible contingencies, they also declared, by
an overwhelming majority, that if the Conven¬
tion should pass an act of secession it should
be referred for rejection or ratification to an¬
other vote of the people. The Convention
would have disregarded this injunction, and
tried hard to get over it. but they were afraid
of the people: and to, after passing the ordi¬
nance of secession, and after turning over the
State, by a treaty with Alexander H. Stephens,
under the despotism of Jeff. Davis, the Conven¬
tion reluctantly referred the whole business to
the vote of the people in the regular State
election, which conies off to-day. But the se¬

cessionists have made all the necessary ar¬

rangements lor a rousing secession majority.
In Old Virginia proper they have posted a de
tachment of troops at every doubtful precinct;
and as the voting in Virginia is viva voce, the
troops can of course compel timid Union men

to vote according to orders, and drive bold
Union men from the polls.
We presume that a heavy vote against se¬

cession will be polled in Western Virginia,
where public opinion in favor of the Union is
represented as almost unanimous; but whether
that section of the State ehall cast five thousand
or fifty thousand majority against secession, the

general result, no doubt, will be tooted up bv
ihe secessionists controliing the final count in
favor of Jeff I>evie. In other words, by Pair
means or by foul, after the Missouri border
ruffian fashion of carrying elections in Kansas,
we expect this Virginia election to be carried
for secess'on by a tremendous reported majori¬
ty. But then the real trouble of these Vir¬
ginia rebel" will begia ; and. with Gen. Scott
and his moveable army of fifty thousand in
tront. and the loyal Unionists of the western
section of the State In the rear, we count upon
shori and decisive work with this Virginia re¬

bellion.
The New Post Ostils Law or rns Soi tiikrn

OonekdkraCT .The government of Jeff. Davis,
at Montgomery, has kindly relieved the govern¬
ment of the United States of the expense of the
prwt 'establishment in the "Confederate States:'
n|'"-o which ' xctid *! we aie not mistake'
.he Tc;t!p s !iox fo*tjin #..d bta'.-'a U. the

the Union, if, only one month after throwingdown the gauntlet of war, they are compelled
to reeort to ahinplaatera at a shave of ten, fif¬
teen and twenty per cent on the dollar? Tuis
is the weakest point of all the weak points of
the Southern rebellion.
Prlratewiag AbolUhcd Throughout the
World.JefTeraon Davli tad His Con¬
federates Checkmated.
Our readers have read in yesterday's He¬

rald the highly important intelligence from
Washington that ''more than a month ago our
government gave notice to the Powers of
Europe who took part in the Congress of Paris
in 185G that they were willing to accept the
code they adopted at that period, which declared
privateering to be piracy." This notice pro¬
bably had not reached the European govern¬
ments when the mails which brought the report
of Lord John Russell's speech had left In that
speech he says the British government had come
to the conclusion that the Southern confede¬
racy must be treated by England as a bellige-
rant, and not as a pirate.a conclusion which
was based on the supposition that the United
States government still adhered to the policy
of privateering, and, therefore, could not fairly
object to any Power or community recognized
by England as a belligerent exercising the same
right. But when he receives the notic
of our government, sent out by Mr.
Adams, and when he reads at the
same time the instructions given to Mr.
Dayton, which we have already published,
to the effect that under no circumstances what¬
ever will this government ever consent to
the breaking up of the Union, the crafty Minis¬
ter will change his opinion, pronounce priva¬
teering abolished in America as well as in
Europe, and treat the privateers of the Con¬
federate StuteB as pirates. England Is bound
by its own record, and the treaty adopted by
her in 1856, in common with the other Euro¬
pean Powers, after the Crimean war, becomes
public law all over the civilized world upon
its adoption and recognition by the United
States. What was that treaty? The following
are its terms, and the very language in which
it is drawn:.

1 Privateering in and remains abolished
2. The neutral flag covers enemy's goads, with the ex¬

ception of contraband of war.
3. Neutral goods, with ihe exception of contraband ot

war, are not liable to capture under the enemy's Hag
4. Blockades in order to bo binding must be oflerllvo.

that is to say, maintained by a force sufficient rosily to
prevent access to the coast of the enemy.
The governments of the undersigned Plenipotentiaries

engage to bring the present declaratl >n to the knowledge
ol the States which have not Ukou part in the Congress
of Paris, and to Invito them to accede to it.
Convinced that tho max'ms which they now proclaim

cannot but be received with gratitude by tho whole
world the undersigned Plenipotentiaries doubt not that
the efforts of their govcrrmcnta to obtain tbo general
adoption thereof will be crowned with lull success.
The present declaration Is not and shall not bo binding

except between those Powers who have acceded or shall
flccodc to it.
jvme at Paris, the 18th of April, 1856.
Hero rollow the signatures of the Plenipotentiaries of

Great Britain. France, Austria, Prussia, Russia, Sardinia
and Turkey )

This treaty has been since adopted by al¬
most every other Power in tho world. At the
commencement of the Russian war England
and France applied, through their Ministers, to
our government, to prevent privateering expe¬
ditions being fitted out in this country against
their commerce, or prizes being admitted into
American ports for condemnation. Mr. Marcy,
in reply, referred to our neutrality laws as for¬
bidding American citizens equipping priva¬
teers. receiving commissions, or enlisting men
in the United States for the purpose ot taking
part in any foreign war; but the 1 niVd States
government, being a neutral, could not refuse
to Russian privateers the right of bringing in
prizes for condemnation.privateering being
then recognized as the public law of Europe as

well as of America. Now how does England
treat us? According to the latest advices from
England privateers were being fitted out in
Ikitibh ports by the authority of the Confede¬
rate States against American commerce. This
is far from the reciprocity we had a right to
expect, particulaily as England, by the treaty
oi Paris, had agreed to abolish privateering.
Put then it will be said that, to eutlMe American
commerce to exemption from privateering, the
government of the United States must first
abandon it. Put our government has now ac¬
ceded to the treaty of Pari*, and thus priva¬
teering throughout the world becomes piracy,
and England and France will be compelled to
co operate for its suppression. By this able
move of policy the Cabinet of Jefferson Davis
have been checkmated, and the weapon upon
which they chiefly relied falls from their grasp.
Two objections will probably be raised, one

Of which regards policy and the o'tacr law. It
will be said that in surrendering the right of
pri\steering the United States, having a small
navy, places its commerce at the mercy of
Europeun Towers in the event of a war with
ihem. Put the momentous events of the pre¬
sent time dictate the necessity of a large navy
in the future, which will both protect our own
commerce and make war effectually upon that
of the enemy. An effective navy and astinding
atmy become henceforth a necessity of the
United States. Privateering is only suited to
a weak nation, and not to a first class Tower
like the United States. It Is the relic of
a barbarous age. and It has now received its
dea'b blow. There is one other principle which
wo have no doubt will also be adopted, and
that is that private property at sea will be as

exempt from the attacks of public vessels as of
privateers. Mr. Buchanan contended tor this
principle when he was Mini-tor to England,
during the Presidency of Pierce, and the offer
was made on the part of the United States to
abandon privateering on that condition.a pro¬
position which was not then accepted by Eng¬
land. but may be at the pre-ent time. War
against private property baa been ibolisbed on
the land: v by should It not be abolished on the
ocean ?
The ether objection Is of a constitutional

kind. The constitution decla-es "Congress
shall have power to grant letters of marque
art! reprisal.'' But It does tot say Congress
must grant them; and all know that a treaty
made by the President and confirmed by two-
th'rds of the Senate becomes the supreme law
of (he land. Nor can there be any doubt that
Congress will ratify this wi»e policy of Mr.
Lincoln's administration. The aid and com-
t0rt. therefore, that the Confederate States ex-
rct-ed frc-m privateering and from foreign

Powers failed them just in the moment when
they believed their game sure; and without
that resource their overthrow is speedy and
overwhelming.
Cotton Veiwub Cifkkk.John B-. i.t, in a Fix.

.Between King Cotton and King Cuffee. John
Bull Is in a fix. He stand" at the very head of
modem abolitionism-h's philanthropy for Cut-
fee has been the ruin of both whites and blacki
tn tho Pr'ttsh West Tndt»> and John Bull has
b"r n ihe »trong support"' t r thiriy years of
uil v r ^bcll'.ioa agi'.atifttl; but then, jott


